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Virtus, repulfe nefcia fordide, in- 
contaminatis fulget bonoribus ; 
“* Nec fumit aut ponit fecures 
Arbitrio popularis aure.” 
Hor, 


SATURDAY, July 34. 


To the Right Honourable the Earl of B——, 


MY LORD, 


S I have fuffered in your caufe, I think myfelf 
in fome meafure entitled to your attention. 
Fired with honeft indignation at the fhamelefs 
-emiffaries of a rancorous faction, whofe calum- 
ny did not even refpect the Th——e itfelf, and 
whofe revenge overflowed with unprovoked 
abufe upon the prefent adminiftration; I feized 
the pen in order to vindicate the honour of my 
P——ce, which had been fo invidioufly afperfed, and to juttify 
the conduct of a miniftry which had been irreproachable, I no 
fooner brandifhed my weapon, like a political knight-errant, in 
defence of innocence traduced, than the whole caitiff crew exalted 
their throats with redoubled clamour ; the monfters, the giants, 
and the dwarfs of falfhood, malice and mifreprefentation, New 
fluices of flander were opened ; new defamers retained: your 


Lordfhip was befpattered from every dark alley of fcandalous infi- 
RS A nuation ; 
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nuation; while the poor Briton was reproached as a fool, a 
dunce, and the venal proftitute of a minifter. é 

WueTuer I deferve that epithet, your Lordfhip already knows, 
and the public will judge in the courfe of thefe my lucubrations. 
When they fee me difgrace the character of a true Briton, in at- 
tempting to juftify bad meafures, to varnifh over the practices of 
corruption, to palliate the leaft encroachment upon the honour and 
the liberties of my country, they may then juftly brand me with 
the name of venal fcribbler. In the mean time, the honeft and ju- 
dicious part of the nation will deteft ‘as the wortt of hirelings, him 
who proftitutes his own confcience, by enlifting under the ban- 
ners of faétion, to forge calumnies, hint reproach, circulate falfe- 
hood, traduce virtue, infinuate treafon, and fow the feeds of fedition. 

I FLATTER myfelf I have, by refuting their allegations, and 
deteéting their malice, been in fome meafure inftrumental in ren- 
dering their fchemes abortive. This indeed was no difficult tafk, 
confidering the little art they ufed to conceal their real aims, and 
the palpable abfurdities they mixed in the cup of delufion which 
they offered to the public. Determined virtue, my Lord, will gene- 
rally be too hard for all the arts of the moft fubtle malice. Secure in 
her confcious ftrength, fhe holds on her courfe rejoicing ;_ and tho’, 
like the fun, fhe may be obfcured for a feafon by the clouds of 
envy and detraction ; like him fhe will triumph at the laft, difperfe 
thofe gloomy vapours, and break forth with redoubled luftre. 

Your enemies, finding your character proof againft every infa-. 
mous weapon they could wield, have changed their object, and 
directed their batteries againft your country: there let them dif- 
charge that {pleen, and welcome. They will not be able to make 
a breach fo wide as to cut off all communication between the nor- 
thern and fouthern parts of his majefty’s dominions ; and I hope 
your Lordfhip is too good a Briton to intereft yourfelf in fuch na- 
tional diftraétions. If you have any fuch partialities, (and the beft 
hearts are not always exempt from thefe weakneffes) I doubt not 
but your good fenfe, your philofophy, and the confideration of the 
confpicuous place you now fill, will enable you to reftrain them fo 
effectually, that no Englifhman fhall perceive in your condué, the 
leaft marks of your having been born on the other fide of the 
Tweed. The Englith people are humourfome, blunt, and even 
boifterous, my Lord, but they are at bottom juft, generous, and 
difcerning. They will murmur from prejudice; and a {mall in- 
gredient of artful mifreprefentation will fet their paffions in a fer- 
ment: but thefe prejudices and paffions will foon fubfide; then 
they will fee with accuracy, and reflect with coolnefs. They will 
ever honour true patriotifm, and be grateful to that minifter, un- 
der whofe adminiitration they find themfelves quiet, happy, and 


fecure. 
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_ By the Englith people, I do not mean'the bafe, unthinking 
rabble of this metropolis, witheut principle, fentiment, or un- 
derftanding; the unditinguithing babblers that open on every. 
fcent with equal clamour,; the vileft ftubble of faction, fupplying 
fuel to every incendiary. To the abandoned, the idle, and the 
profligate, fcenes of tumu!t and diffention will alwavs be agree. 
able. The Englith people, contidered as a refnectable community, 
are the honeft, the fober, the ciriving fons of induftry, who 
have an intereft in the country they inhabit; who have fenfe to 
value the bictlings they enjoy. They compofe the ftrength and 
riches of the nation; confequently their eafe and happinels ought 
to be the great object of every adminittration. | 

But, this object cannot be properly confulted while our coun- 
try is involved in a cruel and deftructive war, which hath thed 
her beft blood, exhaufted her treafure, and ftrained every finew 
to bear the loads it hath impofed. War is a misfortune to every 
kingdom, but peculiarly fatal to a nation which depends upon 
commerce, and this fatality hath been terribly aggravated by the: 
injudicious manner in which the war has been carried on, That 
this hath been the cafe, will appear to every man who reflects, 
that in the profecution of a G—n war fo foreign to our interefts, 
that all the world looks upon it as an aftonifhing inftance of infa-- 
tuation; Great Britain now expends annually, more than the 
amount of the whole yearly fupply, which was granted in the 
reign of Queen Anne, when we fubfidifed almoft all the princes 
of Germany, brought above two hundred thoufand men into the 
field, and maintained a mighty war againft Lewis XIV. in the ze- 
nith of his power and glory. The mifmanagement will appear in: 
ftill more glaring colours, when we confider that near double of 
the annual fupply then granted, is now added yearly to the na- 
tional debt; and that the national debt is accumulated to the enor- 
mous burden of one hundred and thirty-fix millions. | 

AFTER mentioning thefe particulars, it may feem neceflary to 
enumerate the other grievances that attend the profecution of the 
war, fuch as the depopulation of the country, the want of hands: 
for agriculture and manufacture, the price of labour fo much en- 
hanced by the continual addition of frefh duties and taxes, that it 
will be found impoffible to maintain our intereft at foreign mar- 
kets, whenever there is the leaft competition. Our very exiftence 
as a powerful nation, feems to be at ftake. Whatever may be 
urged by a fet of infamous ufurers, who prey upon the necefli- 
ties of their country, I infift upon it, the public credit is drawn fo 
fine as to threaten cracking at the very next ftretch. Weall re- 
member the difficulties of laft year, when the high premiums 
granted by the g——t, tempted every individual who could com-: 
mand a fum of ready money, to leave his juft debts undifcharged, 


that he might embrace the proffered advantage. Thus all po 
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cath in the kingdom centered in the capital, and the extreme parts 
were left almoft entirely without circulation. The difafter would 
have been the lighter, had it. been immediately diftributed again 
from the exchequer, through the canals that would have diffuled 
it over the extremities of the nation ; but, great part of at was con 
veyed to Germany, from whence it never can return 5 and confi- 
derable fums were remitted to America, from whence it muft ene 
day return, tho’ perhaps too late to fave the credit of the natign. 

. Among the other evil confequences of the war, 1 might reckon 
our extraordinary fuccefs, which hath elevated us toa pitch of en- 
thufiafm, and infpired a rage of conqueft, that will, in all proba- 
bility, prove one of the greateft obftacles to a peace. This is the 
more dangerous, as it is unlimited; one conqueft will fuggeft ano- 
ther, and we fhall dance after the zgnis fatuus of glory, until we 
are wéakened, exhaufted, and unable to proceed. 1 wil venture to 
fay, we have already made more conquefts than it is our intereft 
toretain. Our motive for engaging in this war was to defend and 
fecure our colonies in North America. This end is fully—, at 
leaft, ina great meafure, accomplifhed, by the entire conqueft of 
Canada, Acadia, and Cape Breton. Nothing remains to render 
the work complete, but the reduction of Louifiana, without 
which, I will be bold to affirm the tafk is left unfinifhed and im- 

rfect. 

LouistAna isthe laft ftake the French have on the continent of 
America, and they hufband it accordingly. They are now, by 
fingle veffels, pouring in troops to the rivers Miffiffippi and Mo- 
bile: they are fortifying their towns, extending their fettlements, 
and decoying their former fubje¢ts from the countries lately annexed 
to the Britifhdominions. The country of Louifiana is infinitely — 
more fertile, and the climate more benign, than the foil and fea- 
fons of Canada. The river Mihffippi has been traced near three 
thoufand miles up the country, thro’ innumerable nations and tribes 
of Indians, the very names of which we do not know. The 
French, by means of their miflionaries, who are equally intrepid 
and indefatigable, as well as by their natural powers of infinua- 
tion, which they poflefs above all other people, will not fail to in- 
gratiate themfelves with thofe favages. They will fupply them 
with European commodities, and by dint.of this corre{pondence, 
divide the fur-trade with the Englith. If this was all the grie- 
vance, it might be endured: but they will have recourfe to their 
former arts of debauching the other Indians from their dependance 
on the crown of Great Britain ; they will clandeftinely excite them 
as before, fo invade, plunder, and deftroy the Englith fettlements, 
and perpetrate the moft inhuman barbarities on our defencelefs 
colonits, 

 Tuese inevitable mifchiefs might have been effectually pre- 
vented, and all poffibility of difturbance from the favages entirely 


removed, 
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‘removed; by fending a few regiments to take New Onleans, a 
few years ago, when it could have made no refiftance, when the 
whole number of fouls fettled on the Mifliffippi, including man, 
woman, child, and negro-flaves, did not exceed ten thoufand. 
That this object, fo important in itfelf, fo effential to the completion 
of our American plan, was neglected or over-looked by the late 
m——r, reflects but little honour on his vigilance or fagacity: Ie 
is not yet too late to rectify his error of omiffion, It is to be 
hoped, that fome part of the force under lord Albemarle, and fir 
George Pococke will, after having fulfilled ovr expectations at 
the Havannah, be detached to the Miffiffippi for. this purpofe. 
At any rate we may for this infant fettlement exchange fome 
other conqueft at the peace. I fay at the peace, becaufe I flatter 
myfelf your lordfhip will contribute your influence towards putting 
an immediate ftop to the ravages of war. This your own hu- 
manity will fuggeft: this the true intereft of your country de- 
mands, From this falutary end, I am perfuaded your lordfhip 
will not be diverted by any difficulties you have to encounter be- 
fore it is attained; by the murmurs of thofe who find their pri- 
vate account in the calamity of the public; by the clamour of an 
ignorant licentious multitude ; by the fecret machinations and 
open virulence of a baffled party, ? 

SHouLp thofe pfeudo-patriots continue to carp, to cavil, and 
equivocate ; fhould they fet the trumpet of their mouths, and 
found a frefh alarm to fright away the harbingers of peace; fhould 
they prefume to exclaim againft the terms of pacification, how 
equitable and advantageous foever they may be; fhould they, like 
the obfcene harpies in Virgil, fquall and {quirt, utter falfe predicti- 
ons, difturb and defile thofe whom they have not power to wound ; 
let them be confronted with the Gorgon’s head of the articles fo 
lately embraced by their all-perfect minifter: he, who left our 
American colonies unfecured ; who admitted the enemy toa fhare 
of the Newfoundland fithery ; who refigned our conquefts in Africa 
and the Weft Indies, in confideration of their evacuating the do- 
minions of our German allies; who, rather than repay about two 
or three hundred thoufand pounds for prizes taken before the de- 
claration of war, from private merchants trading under the faith 
of treaties ; 1 fay, who rather than repay that fum, which, if I mif- 
take not, was depofited on purpofe to be reftored at the peace, 
chofe to protra& the annual expence of twenty millions, and ex- 
pofe his country to the uncertain viciflitudes, and the certain cala- 
mities of a dreadful war, unexampled in the hiftory of former 
ages: or, to give him all the credit which his beft friends can claim 
on his behalf, let us allow that this impdiment was reinforced 
by another; that the French refufed to evacuate a town or two 
which had belonged to the K—g of P—a, who, by-the-bye, had 
voluntarily withdrawn -his garrifons from thofe towns at the begin- 
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ning of the war, not without fufpicion of having purpofely left 
the door open into Germany, that the Englifh m—y might be 
intimidated into.an immediate compliance with his demands ; or, 
if Mr P—tt was induced to break off the late negotiation, becaufe 
the French king declared he could not reftore thofe places with- 
out the confent of the Emprefs Queen, in whofe name they were 
fecured; which of his partifans will have effrontery enough to 
deny, that in this inftance, the concerns of Great Britain, were 
fhamefully facrificed to the intereft of a G—n ally, whofe boot- 
lefs friendthip we had before purchafed with torrents of blood 


and heaps of treafure ! 
TuaT your Lordfhip, in adjufting the terms of accommoda- 


tion between us and our enemies, will cherifh a more tender re- 
gard for the lives of your fellow-fubjeéts, and the deareft inte- 
refts of your country, is the darling hope and eftablifhed expec- 


tation of, 


My Lord, 


Pater nofter-Row, 
July i, 1762. 


Your Lordfhip's moft obedient humble fervant, 
The BRITON. 


( To be continued. ) 


ERRATUM. In Number V. p. 25, for deluded, read detefed 


LONDON: Printed for J. COOTE, at tne King’s- Arms, in Paternofler-Row. 
Where may be had the preceding Numbers. ! 


4 || 
4 
a 
1 
4 
Le 
| 
| 
: 
ig 
4 
4 
mae 
if 
a 
i tex 
; 
ia 
4 
Be 


